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TAGS: PFOR, KS, KN, AS 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN RECOGNITION OF NORTH KOREA 

1. DURING AMBASSADOR S CALL FEBRUARY ONE ON FONMIN 
KIM, KIM TOLD HIM ROKG CONSIDERING DISPATCH OF 
PRESIDENTIAL ENVOY WITH LETTER FROM PARK TO WHITLAM. 

HE AGAIN EXPRESSED VIEW THAT WERE GOA TO PROCEED 
WITH RECOGNITION OF PYONG YANG, ROK WOULD "AT MINIMUM" 

HAVE TO RECALL ITS AMBASSADOR FROM CANBERRA. AMBASSADOR TOLD 
KIM HE WOULD GIVE MOFA OUR IMPRESSIONS AFTER THAT DISCUSSION. 

2. IN MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR, AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR 
BOURCHIER REITERATED VIEW GOA WILL QUICKLY GO THROUGH 
MOTIONS OF CONTACTING EAST EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS 

AND THEN PROCEED TO NEGOTIATIONSHRITH NORTH KOREANS ON 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. BOURCHIER 
GAVE PERSONAL VIEW 

THAT MOVE TOWARDS NORTH KOREANS MIGHT TAKE PLACE WITHIN 
PERHAPS FIVE DAYS. HE HAD IMPRESSION THAT WHITLAM HAD 
INSTRUCTED WILLESEE TO WRAP THIS PROBLEM UP BEFORE 
WHITLAM RETURNED FROM SEA TRIP. 

3. AMBASSADOR AND AMBASSADOR BOURCHIER WERE IN AGREEMENT 
THAT PRESIDENTIAL ENVOY MIGHT WELL BE COUNTER PRODUCTIVE 
GIVEN GOA'S CURRENT ATTITUDE. RATHER BOURCHIER 
SUGGESTED THAT BEST APPROACH IN ATTEMPT TO SLOW DOWN 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AUSTRALIAN RECOGNITION WOULD BE IF NEW ROK AMBASSADOR 
RO CARRIED PERSONAL LETTER FROM PARK (KOREANS HAD 
EARLIER BEEN CONSIDERING THIS.) BOURCHIER THOUGHT 
THAT LETTER WOULD AT MINIMUM HAVE TO BE REFERRED TO 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


WHITLAM DURING HIS SEA TOUR AND ADDRESSED BY GOA BEFORE 
PROCEEDING WITH INITIATIVE TOWARD NORTH KOREA. 

4. ON FEBRUARY 2, WE CONVEYED TO MOFA SUBSTANCE 
BOURCHIER'S COMMENTS THAT GOA MAY WELL PROCEED FAIRLY 
QUICKLY TOWARDS CONTACT WITH NORTH KOREANS. ALSO 
INDICATED THAT PRESIDENTIAL ENVOY MIGHT BE COUNTER 
PRODUCTIVE WHILE AT SAME TIME ENDORSING BOURCHIER'S 
VIEW THAT PERSONAL LETTER CARRIED BY AMBASSADOR RO 
WOULD BE BETTER APPROACH. MOFA FRANKLY SURPRISED BY 
POSSIBILITY THAT GOA MAY MOVE SO QUICKLY TOWARDS 
NORTH KOREA. HOWEVER. MOFA TOLD US AMBASSADOR RO (WHO 
ARRIVED SEOUL FEBRUARY 1 ) IS NOW SCHEDULED TO DEPART 
FEBRUARY 3. SINCE GOA REQUESTED HE BE IN CANBERRA BY 
FEBRUARY 5. 

5. COMMENT: IN VIEW STRONGLY EXPRESSED WARNINGS FROM 
AUSTRALIANS HERE RE IMMINENCE AUSTRALIAN INITIATIVE 
TOWARDS NORTH, BELIEVE IT PRUDENT ON OUR PART TO MAKE 
FURTHER HIGH LEVEL REPRESENTATIONS IN WASHINGTON AND 
CANBERRA URGING GOA DELAY TO ALLOW SUFFICIENT TIME FOR 
APPROPRIATE CONSIDERATIONOVF KOREAN CASE. WE HAVE TAKEN LINE 
HERE WITH AUSTRALIANS THAT GIVEN TIME TO DIGEST SITUATION. 

ROKG WILL ACCEPT FACT THAT AUSTRALIAN MOVE IS INEVITABLE. 

THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RATIONALIZE SITUATION WOULD ALSO TEMPER 
CURRENT INCLINATION TO ' PUNISH' 1 GOA BY WITHDRAWING AMBASSADOR. 

6. IN ANY REPRESENTATION WE SHOULD PROTECT AUSTRALIANS 
HERE. 

HABIB 

CONFIDENTIAL 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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